Appendix I11: Habitat M anagement
Guidelines

deer and their habitat use strategiesto copewith those
demandsallowsusto formulateabasic set of habitat
management guidelines. Whereastheseguiddinesare
broadly applicable, uniquelocal conditionsmay require
more specific management prescriptionsare
appropriate.

Understanding ecol ogica demandsonwhite-tailed

Simulate or promote natural disturbanceregimesin
white-tailed deer habitatson publiclands.

Provide closed canopy forests (old growth) inlow
elevationforestswherewhite-tailed deer winter.

« Maintainanoverall 70% cover with 70% crown closure on winter ranges.

« Providehalf of thewinter range askey winter range, with 85% crown closure, 250
mature stems/acre, and canopy heightsat least 90 feet high.

Providesuitableforaging areas
« Promoteuseof 10-acreor smaller clearcuts
» Designforest openingssuch that cover iswithin 150 feet of all partsof theforest
opening.
« Disposeof dash by fall broadcast burning or cutting to lessthan 1 foot high.

Protect riparian areas as habitat and populationslinkage areas, especialy in southern
Idaho, wherewhite-tailed deer habitat islimited.

« Wherepractica, fenceriparian habitat, and maintain adjacent cover stripsof at least
250feet and at least 20 acresin size.

Control noxiousweeds and promote native habitatsfor white-tailed deer.

Protect public safety and white-tailed deer migration and linkage areasinrelation to
highwaysand roads.

Discourage human related disturbance and accessin white-tailed deer wintering arees.
Minimize and mitigateloss of white-tailed deer habitat and public access.

Encourage adoption of devel opment rulesand limitationson dog control, fence
congtruction, landscape plantings, and open spacein white-tailed deer habitat.

Encourage habitat conservationinstead of feeding and other artificia meansof
concentrating or el evating white-tailed deer populations.

Encourage sustained agricultureon ranch landsthat providewhite-tailed deer habitat.

Encourage habitat conservation, restoration, and enhancement to reduce or eiminate
white-tailed deer damageto agricultural and ornamental plantings.

Cooperate and encourage managed access providing deer security and abalance
between nonmotorized and motorized hunting opportunities.



